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To all Min ters and J. eachers in Churches 
and Schools, Grace, Mercy, and Peace 
from God the Father, and our Lord 


Jzsus CHRIST, in the Fellowſhip 
F the HoLy GnuosT: | 


Deatly beloved Brethren, 


Ine Leave, who am the leaſt 
7 all the Servants of Feſus Chriſt, 
or the Love wherewith GoD hath 
bed us in his Son, to dedicate to you 

Ra the following Treatiſe. For tho I be 
the meaneſt Member in the Spiritual 


Bc of Chriſt (if ſo much may be allrved me) yet 


am I thereby made Partaker of the Life, Spirit, 
and Power reſiding in Him as ever-bleſſed Head. 
If there be any Thing herein conformable to the 


Mind of our great Shepherd, and proceeding from 


the Energy of his Spirit, why ſhould it not be rea- 
dily received? And if, after a true Spiritual Trial 
thereof, you find any Thing faulty or imperfect, 

commend it ta the Mercy of our great Shepherd, 


to correct in me by the gracious Influence of bis Ni 
rit. 5 
I do not offer this as a Piece of great Learning. : 
Indeed, the plain Truth of my Gp, ſet forth in 
its natural Luſtre, and the leaſt Communication of 


bis Power aſfecting the Heart, is infinitely more 


valuable to me, than all the Learning of this Wor Id. 
And ” only boofling i in the Lord is this That [ 
A have 


Liv] 


love betaken myſelf to that School wherein the highs 


eft Il iſdem is; To know Feſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified, And tho I, who have ſcarce learned 
the firſt Elements thereof, have the Boldneſs to re- 
peat this my Leon iu the Hearing of all, yet ought 
it not to be deemd an Effet of Pride; but the 
Love of my Neighbour conſtraineth me. 27 
Aty Soul hath been many Times grieved at the 


apparent Corruption, as of Men in general, ſo of 


our Order in particular; and more eſpecially when 


1 ſaw that the Fear of Man is become the Epide- 


mical Diſtemper of our Teachers, IVhen I reflect 
on the one Hand, with what Spirit, with what 


Jay, with what undaunted Courage and Boldneſi, 


the antient Servants of Gop ſet aſide all Regard 
of Man, and delivered as the Ambaſſadors of the 


Lord, their Meſſage fully and plainly, tho it ex- 


poſed them to the evident Hazard of their Lives ; 
and on the other, how gently and ſoftly we go about 
it now, and how little we manifeſt the Truth to 
the Conſcience of every Man: When I moreover 
confidered, how much they ſuffer d with Chrift their 
Lord, for the Sake of their 7 eftimony ; and how the 
moſt of ws take Care to preach ſo ſmoothly, as not 


to incur the leaſt Shadow of their Sufferings : The 


Difference between us and them appear d fo excecd= 


ing great, that I cord not but be aſionijh'd at it. 


Brethren, I.ſhea with Plamneſs and Simplicity, 


l hen our Lord and after was in this World, he 
was ſo far rom deſiring the Riches, Honours, or 


Pledſines of it, that he was indeed Ihe pooreft and 


moſt deſpiſed among Men; entirely ſpending all the 


Days of his Humiliation, in procuring our Salva- 
tion. And "tis He that tells us, W hoſoever doth 
not bear his Croſs and come after me, cannot be 
my Diſciple. We therefore ought to be ſo many © 


ſhining 


ſhining Lights, by our hearty Denial of all . 


— — —— —— — — 
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Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures of this Warld; 


and by employing our Lives entirely, in the Aſi 72 


tance of our Neighbours, But if, on the Contrary, 


_ we ſee Worldly Things, then we depart from our 


glorious Pattern; neither is there any Thing that 


dith more effeftually deprive us of the Bleſſing of 
Gop upon our Calling, For ſure it is, the more 


we are concern'd for Honour, Profit, or Ea * 


the leſs ſhall we be concern'd to promote the Goo 


our Neighbour, And as long as our Minds are nat 
wholly conformable to the Mind of our great Shep- 
herd, it is impoſſible he ſhould be well pleasd with 
us; for He trieth the Hearts and Reins. On the 


Contrary, did we deſire nothing in the uw orld, we 
ſhould not fear it. 


Did we duly conſider, that there is a Day before 
us when we muſt give Account to the great Biſhop 
of our Souls, whether, according to his Exambple, 
we have had nothing elſe in our Eye but the Sal- 
vation of Mankind, ſhould we not apply ourſelves 
to our Duty with anether Kind of Feruvour than 
we have hitherto done © Should we not more effec- 
tually clear ourſelves from all Suſpicion of either 


fearing or defiring any Tj hing in this World? 


Should we not be more earneſt to admoniſh every one 


in particular ? Should we not wreſtle more in our 


Prayers for them ? Should we not, as ſoon as an 


Good Deſire appear'd in any, more readily lend him 
our helping Hand, that the Spark of Grace might 
be blown up into a Flame? Should not our outward 
| Converſation be more holy, and conſequently more 
edifying f V. erily, my Brethren, I fear we have 
Reaſon to be aſhamed, when we read what one ſaith, 
H Chriſtian ought to be ſo enkindled and all- 
& flaming with Divine Love, and both inwardly 
66. andoutward.y ſo aer -mableta Go bp, that when- 


© ever. 


[ vi ] 


ce ever any one came to him, he might hear nothing 


from him but Gop : And his Heart and Mind 


« aught to be ſo fix d on him by burning Love, and 


% fo ready in all Things faithfully to obey his Mill, 


ce that ſuch as viſited him, tho with cold and luke- 
„ warm Hearts, might le heated, and ſet on Fire 
« by him: As we ſee cold and dead Coals are kind- 
ce led, when they are put to glowing ones.“ | 


* 


have opened my Mouth, my Brethren, and ad- 
dręſi you with the Simplicity of a Child, and am 
very willing to appear mean in your Eyes ; only de- 
ſpiſe not the Truth, which is not mine, but my Lord's 
and Saviour's. I am not aſhamed to acknowledge, 
that | count not myſelf to have apprehended, or 


to be already perfect. But this I ſay (my Conſci- 
ence bearing me witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, which 
alſo the Righteous Fudge will teſtify for me at the 


great Day) that fince I have found Grace in the 
Eyes of my Lord to perceive my own Miſery, and 


the Narrow Way to eſcape from it, all my Thoughts 


and Endeavours have been bent, in the Faithfulneſs 
of my Heart, to continue therein, to purſue it more 


eagerly Day by Day, and as far as poſſible to direct 
all Men to it, 


I neither deſpiſe nor envy any of you 
that are of the ſame Function with me. Nay, 

know many among you to whom I think myſelf un- 
worthy to do the meaneſt Service. But I know 
many likewiſe, whoſe Converſation is not at all con- 
formazle to the Pattern Chrift hath ſet us. And 


for theſe I heartily pray, that Go would ſhew 


them the {wings that belong to their ever- 
laſting Peace. Nether is my Heart in the lea/t 


incens d againſt them that moſt unjuſtly flander 


and reproach me. But I compaſſunate them, 


ſince we muſt all one Day appear before the ſame 
Judge. Fer my Part I cannot call Black White, 


nar 


* 


this (wherein I heartily rejoice) 1 


I vü 
nor take bim for a Follower of Chriſt, and a Pat- 
tern of his Flock, in whom 1 find nothing of the 


Mind that was in Chriſt. 


If any Thing hath been 5 to me it is 


t Have been 
made, tho in a very low Degree, Partaker of the 


Sufferings of Chriſt. And it is the greateſt Com- 
fort to me, Por the Men of this World ſpeak all 


manner of Evil of me falſly, loading me with Cen- 
ſures and Accuſations, the Groundleſſneſs whereof 


the Lord will diſcover at that Day. 


Let us all, my Brethren, think of this preat 
Day, and fo even our Accompts againſt it, that we 


may then appear with Foy and Confidence: Let us 
caſt away all Care, but This. only. Let us drop 


all unprofitable Conteſt, and with united Hands 
carry on the Wark of the Lord, being heartily glad 


| to ſee his Glory advanced, be it by ourſelves or others. 
Aud I beſeech Gop from the Bottom of my Heart, 


to influence you all with a rich Meaſure of his Ho- 


ty Spirit, to ſan#iyy you to himſelf, and to pour 


h1s tranſcendent Bleſſing upon all your Planting and 


 Hitering ! The Spirit of Love and of Truth keep 


all your Hearts, and lead them into the Fellowſhip 


of Feſus 0 who alone is able to give that true 
Peace, which the World cannot give, 


64.06, nl Heim, Franck, 
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. Of the Nature and Cauſes of the Fear of Man. 


E Fear of Man, in Things per 
RISE taining to Go p, is a moſt Heinous 


- 


WE! T Vice, and a Kind of Idolatry, where- 
by we think, ſpeak, or do ſome E- 

WE; OY, vil, or decline thinking, ſpeaking, 
> or doing ſome Good, out of ſome 
| ſort of Conſideration of Men, or Ap- 
prehenſion of their Diſpleaſure. Now the more there 


FEE 


is of this Fear ſtill cleaving to Believers, the more dan- 


gerous 1s the Condition of their Souls. 
The Cauſes hereof are either Internal or External: 
The Internal are chiefly theſe : 1 
1. Unbelief, which is the Root of all Vices. 
2. The Love of the World, and the Things of the 
World, and the Want of Self- denial; which makes us 
fear Men, wou'd prejudice us in our Reputation, Eſtate, 


or Eaſe, if we {imply follow'd the Word of Gor. _ 


3. Falſe Humility, which is ſway'd more by the | 


Authority of Men, than by the Word of Gop, and 
Prompts us to refer all Things to the Judgment of O- 
thers, as underſtanding them better than Ourſelves, _ 


4. An 


true Believers, who walk in the Power of Faith. 


[21] 


5. Want of Experience in the Ways of Gop, which 


| makes us heſitate in difficult Caſes, and indiſpoſes the 
Soul to rely upon Go p, fearing leſt he ſhould let us 


fail or miſcarry in them, or that it would be Preſuſh- 
ption and Tempting of Gop, to caſt ourſelves whol- 


ly upon him. This proceeds from our not having ſuf- 
ficiently learn'd, how dear they are to Gop that en- 


tirely truſt in him ; and what powerful Aſſiſtance he 
aftords, to accompliſh his own Work in them. 

6. Neglect of Prayer, which not only prevents our 
obtaining a full Conqueſt over the Fear of Man, 
but likewiſe drives us down further, into the Stream 
of Hypocriſy. | 

'The External Cauſes are chiefly theſe: 


1. The Tyranny of Men in Power, who under 


Pretence of preſerving the Publick Peace, fetter the 
Conſciences both of Teachers and Hearers. 


2. The Forwardneſs of our Univerſities in dubbing 


of Hereticks : For they no ſooner perceive any break- 
ings forth of True Chriſtianity, but they are ſure, out 
of their great Zeal, to caſt a Slur upon it, by giving 


it an ill Name. 
3. The Examples and ſpecious Reaſonings of thoſe, 


who are bound down by the Fear of Man. 


4. Wife and Children, that by their Importunate 
Way of Arguing and Unbelieving Tattle, and Cla- 
mour, weary out and overcome many. | 

6. The Eſteem we have already gain'd in the 


World. Thoſe eſpecially who are in any eminent 
Poſt, find it hard to give up their darling Reputation, 


and ſuffer Reproach with the People of Gop. | 
6. Too great Intimacy with the Children of this 


World; Particularly, with Great and Honourable 


Men ; who under Pretence of Hearty Love and Kind- 
neſs, are always cautioning us, Not to venture too far. 
_ Laſtly, The Neglect of frequent Converſation with 


CHAP, Il. 


4. An Eager Deſire of Viſible Succeſs in all our 
Undertakings ; whereas we ought to reſt ſatisfied with 
an Inward Victory, that is, with having kept a good 
_ Conſcience toward Gop. | 


C3) 5 
CT LIT EIT LILLY 
C H A P. II. 
Of the Signs and Effefts of the Fear of Man. 


1. FEARFUL Man is not eaſily convinced 
of the Truth; and tho? it be laid before him 
with the cleareſt Evidence, yet he ſtarts many Doubts * 
and Scruples about it, leſt if he ſhould confeſs it too 
roundly, he ſhould be hated, perſecuted, or reputed a 
Heretick. „ Es 
2. He is never ſo buſy in ſtarting Objections, as in 
Caſes that moſt tend to the Glory of Gop. 
3. When he is convinced of the Truth, he will 

= not confeſs it before Men: Or if he do, tis only a- 
= mong the Lovers of 'Truth. But before the Enemies 

thereof, he conceals or denies it, or talks ſo dubioſly 

1 about it, as to leave them uncertain whether he believes 

1 it or no; at leaſt he takes Care ſo to order his Words, 

as to be able to give them always a handſome Turn, 
and ſo to come off without Trouble. If he lives in a 
Place where Truth is profeſt, he owns it . ee ; 
but if he comes to another Place, he finds many Diffi- 
culties in the Point, ſo that he reſolves to halt between 
both, and leave it undetermin'd. | „„ 
4. When he finds he cannot avoid owning the 

Truth, yet he takes Care ſo to limit and pinch it, that 

it may appear tolerable even to the Enemies of Truth. 

5 . A fearful Man will at laſt break out into an a- 
of vowed Confeſſion of Truth: but it is when he finds 
4 himſelf well-back'd with Human Authority; that is, 

- W when a Perſon of unſpotted Reputation, and great 
F Learning, hath aſſerted the ſame before him. Ac- 

.> Ccordingly he is more careful to arm himſelf with a fine 
Train of Human Teſtimonies, than with the Word of 
Soy itſelf; and thinks he has a Right ſo to do, be- 
cauſe he ſees that the chearful Confeſſors of Truth have 
ſometimes ſtop'd the Mouths of their ſhameleſs Adver. 
faries with ſuch Arguments, | | 


0 
2 
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6. When ſome Good Work is to be done, he doth 
not undertake it with a ſimple Reliance on the living 
Gop: But when he finds good Patrons on his Side, 
he at laſt ſets about it. Yet when he ſees the Storm 


ariſe, and the Waves beat, he gives Way, and ſo loſes 
all he had gain'd., 


7. He always finds ſomething to blame in the Be. 
baviour of Faithful Labourers. Sometimes he fears, 


*© They go too far.” Sometimes, finding nothing to 


tax in the Thing itſelf, he blames the Manner of do- 


ing it. When he finds nothing elſe to cavil at, he 
cries, The Work is not well timed: Thus he always 


| ſees ſome Fault; tho' indeed there is none but his own 


Want of Faith. 1 | 
8. He is very apt to believe any falſe Reports againſt 
the faithful Children of Gop ; and becauſe his own 


Heart fails, he is very forward in. warning them to 


take Heed to themſelves ; thus by his Prudence damp- 


ing and ſtifling the Chearfulneſs of their Faith. 


9. He does not love that a Miniſter ſhould make too 
plain and particular an Application of his Sermons, or 
ſhew too great Earneſtneſs in his Function, or Profeſ- 
ſion of Chriſtianity. 6 

10. A Fearful Man is eaſily moved to Envy; eſpe- 
cially when he ſees thoſe that are young acting chear- 
fully in Faith; and cries, That is none of his Buſi- 


* neſs, but muſt be left to thoſe of more Knowledge 


£ and Experience,” 1 
11. He either himſelf expoſes as Preſumptuous, 
Stubborn, Self- conceited, Proud and Phariſaical, thoſe 


who, with a free and Child-like Spirit, break thro' all 


Oppoſition: Or at leaſt, fits on the Bench when they 
are thus condemn'd, and conſents to the unjuſt Sen- 
tence pronounced againſt them. 

12. A fearful Miniſter reproves common People 


boldly; but when he is to ſpeak to Great and Honou- 
rable Perſons, his Mouth is gagg d. 5 
13. The Pulpit is a Fearful Preacher's Strong Hold; 


But when he is to tpeak Fact to Face, and to bear 
Wimeſs to the Truth, by ſaying, Thou art the 


«© Mary” then he is very ſupple: 9 A 
1 | ; 3 I 4+ en 3 
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14. When he hears profane, looſe, or foolith Talk- 
ing, he holds his Tongue, and when it comes from 
Great Men, he graces it with a Smile. 


"6 Above all Things, a Feartul Man cannot abide 
to be ſingular. 


16. Sometimes he deſires to do ſomething to the 


Glory of Gop; but he ſoon confronts the I'hought 


with © What will People ſay?” And then fairly | 


drops it. 


17. He cautiouſly ſhuns frequent and familiar Con- 
verſation with the Members of CHR1ST- that are deſ- 


piſed by the World. Or if he be willing to converſe 
with them by Night and in ſecret, yet he cares not to 
appear with them in Publick. He rather appoints 
ſome certain Place to meet them, where it may not 
be taken Notice olf. 

18. A Fearful Preacher makes it his Baſineſs i in his 
publick Diſcourſes, to bring in ſomething againſt En- 


thuſiaſm and Fanaticiſm; and then he thinks he may 


venture to ſpeak the 'Truth : Which is true enough, 


For the World takes it for granted, 'That he means it 
as they apprehend it, that is, as ſpoken againſt thoſe, 


on whom they falſely beſtow thoſe Names. 
19. A Fearful Man rejoiceth for a Time, while the 
Light of 'Truth ſhines upon him ; but as ſoon as he is 


call'd to Account for it, he is ſore afraid, makes many 
Excuſes, and by all Manner of Shifts and Evaſions, 


endeavours to extricate himſelf, and to get rid of the 
Suſpicion of it. 


20. Inſtead of reproving his Neighbour, he fays, 


Go is ſo merciful, that he does not doubt but He | 


« will himſelf e him in due Time.” 


21. When he is to preſs the Inward Truth of Chri- | 
Rianity, he ſays, “ It is too high for them: If he 
is to enforce any Thing of Outward Behaviour, he ac- 
counts it a little Thing, or elſe ſays, ** We muſt not 


9 begin at outward Things.” 
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CH A-F. - HI. 
Of the Miſchiefs cauſed by the Fear of Man. 


A G10 EH ET ELIE, 


1. A/FANY Thouſands of Souls are thereby kept 


back from a true Converſion ; becauſe they 


dare not ſuffer the Knowledge of the Truth to ſhine 


upon them in its full Strength, but hold it impri- 
ſon'd, as it were, by manifold Shifts and Pretences. 
2. Many whoare already converted are hereby hin- 
dered from Growth in Holineſs : As they deprive them- 
ſelves of many Opportunities (which they greatly 
need) to ſtrengthen and edify themſelves in Gop, for 
this Fear makes them avoid the Converſation of thoſe 
who are moſt able to build them up in the Paith ; and 
run into many other Sins againit the Dictates of their 


_ own Conſcience. | 


Again, as a free and ready Confeſſion of the Truth, 


| highly advances a Man in Faith and Love, ſo the De- 


nying or Hiding it keeps him quite down, and hin- 
ders him from attaining the Power of the Spirit. Ma- 
ny know not what the Reaſon is, why they advance 
ſo ſlowly in Spiritual Growth. It is plainly this, the 
Fear of Man, lurking within, eats out the V igour and 
Activity of the Life of Grace. Gop, tts certain, does 
infinitely abound in Mercy, and wculd willingly every 
Day pour out new Bleſſings upon us. But a fearful Man 
is not receptive of them. He doth not act inSingleneſs 
of Heart. He dares not truit Gop, and Gop there- 


fore cannot fill him with the Fulneſs of his Graces. 


3. When Maniſters, in particular, are unable to o- 
vercome the Fear of Man, they grow dejected and 


heartleſs in the Diſcharge of their Function, and ſcarce 


know themſelves what or how they ought to ſpeak. 
They become liitleſs in all their Performances: So 


that the moſt excellent Gifts which Gop has beſtow- 


ed upon them, become altogether fruitleſs, and what 
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Good might bave been done is either never attempted, 
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or left unfiniſhed. Indeed it cannot be expected that 
any one enſlaved to this Fear, ſhould ever by his cold 
Endeavours, thro'ly reform any Abuſe of long Conti- 
nuance. The Fear of Man 13 always for maintaining 
Old Cuſtoms: And while every one is afraid of Inno- 

vation, Abuſes are authoriz'd more and more, and all 
Things proceed from bad to worſe. 

And tho' there were 'I'wo or more ſuch Miniſters in 
the ſame Place, they will perform nothing worthy of 
their Calling : Nay, the one hindreth the other from 
the faithful Diſcharge of his Paſtoral Duty. Yea, it 
would be better for many to have for their Fellow-la- 
bourer, one that was Openly wicked, who might per- 
haps, by his Enormities, force the Truth from them, 
than a timerous Nicodemus, who by ſhunning it him- 
ſelf, teaches them to ſhun the Light. | 
And ſuch as the Miniſter is, ſuch are commonly the 
Hearers. If he therefore be afraid, how will his Hear 
ers be ever excited to a true Chearfulneſs of Faith? 
And thoſe of them, who, by the Grace of Gop, are 

| freed fron. this baſe Bondage, can never have any Con- 
fidence in their Teacher, till he is diſengaged from 
that ſervile Spirit. Many Miniſters wonder why the 
true Children of God have ſo little Confidence in them : 
Not conſidering this plain Reaſon of it, that their 
Flock never ſaw in them the leaſt Proof of a good 
4 Shepherd, who readily expoſes himſelf to any Suff:- 
rings, yea, /ays down his Life for his Shep. 
: Such Servants as theſe Gop will not tail, in due 
Time, to crown with Succeſs. He will manifeſt his 
Glory in them, and make bare his Arm before them. 
But there is nothing of all this, where Unbelief hath 
7 gained Admittance, and where the Honour due to Gop | 
3 from and before all Men, is not undauntedly render'd 
+ to him. For a fearful Man truſts Gop no farther than 
his own poor Reaſon carries him. When any thing 
croſſes that, he preſently giveth Way ; and therefore, 
wanting the Courage of a lively Faith, he can never 
| behold the Glory of Gov. e 
4. When the Well-wiſhers to Religion ſee thoſe 
Who know the Truth. or at leaſt ought to do ſo, back - 
3 W 2 ward 
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ward in owning it, they are not a little incouraged to 
play the Hypocrite themſelves, inſtead of freely and 


boldly avowing their Maſter. And it often happens, 


that by the Fearfulneſs of one Eminent Man, 'T hou- 
ſands are infected with the Spirit of Hypocriſy and 
Diſſimulation. 


5. On the other Hand, when the Adverſaries of 


Truth, ſee them that love it, ſhun the Light, it 
ſtrengthens them in their bad Cauſe, concluding that 
it they were in the Right, they would have no need 


to fear. And as, if you reſiſt the Devil, he will flee 


from you; ſo the Reverſe is full as true. The more 
you fear, and give way to the Devil and his Inſtru- 
ments, the more will they purſue and preſs upon you. 

6. In a Word, The Fear of Man, is the General 
Bane both of City and Country. Our Superiors 
would appoint Good Miniſters and Magiſtrates ; but 
they fear diſpleaſing this or the other Man, or Set of 
Men. They who ſhould ſpeak when a wicked Mini- 
ſer is ordain'd, or Officer recommended, hold their 
Tongues thro Fear. In the Courts of Judicature, this 
Fear prevents Juſtice, condemns the Innecent, clears the 
Guilty, bereaves Widows andOrphans of their Right, 
and leaves the Injured and Oppreſt without Remedy. 
and what does it profit a Man who is himſelf a Slave 
to this Fear, that he is ſenſible of the General Cor- 
ruption? It only expoſes him to the more Pain. 
Being unwilling to break either with the World or 
God, he is look'd upon as an Unfaithful Steward by 
both; and he endures far more Trouble and Anxiety, 


than the breaking thro? with a ready Preſence of Faith 


would have coſt him. He finds no Joyful, Fifial Aſ- 
ſurance in Prayer. The Word of Gop has no Reliſh 
with him. He never attains to the true Communion 
of Saints, and when he ſhouid comfort and ſtrengthen 
others by exhorting them in the Power of Gop, he 


rather drives them to Fear, and quenches the Holy 


_ Spirit in them. Thus he goes on without any Spiri- 
tual Experience, contenting himſelf with the bare Let- 
ter and Shadows of Chriſtianity, and a few ſoanding 
Words, but being in the mean time void of Soul and 


P 


Life, 


«i 
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Tie" of Spirit and Power. And ſo falling at laſt into 


a State of Carnal Security, he carries others alſo along 
with him; often to the utter denying the Truth, and 
precipitating himſelf into final Deſtruction. 
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HAF. I: 
of the 8 that are uſually made 8 the Fear of 
Man, 


s ſoon as we begin with true Hunfility to ac. 
knowledge the Fear of Man, as a great and 


moſt heinous Evil, and accordingly to watch and pray, 


aud ftrive againſt it, there is Hope we may overcome. 
But there are very few who will acknowledge it ; the 


very moſt and when charged therewith, labour to hide 


it with various Excuſes; {ſome of which are ſo ſpecious, 
that they blind the Eyes of many, ſo that they * 
1 their Conduct, and praiſe their Saying. 

1. Should I act thus, [ ſhould ſoon be called to 
* an Account for ut.” Well; but ſhould this hinder 


a faithful Servant from executing his Maſter's Orders 


with all Sincerity? ** But I ſhall be put to Charges 
and Trouble, nay perhaps be turn'd out of my 
Livelihood.“ Perhaps not; Gop is well able to 


protect thee. But if Trouble do overtake thee, till 


have Faith in Gop, and thou {halt not be a loſer for 
his Sake. Gov is a faithful Lord and Maſter. Be 


it only thy Care to be a faithful Servant. Whatever 


Thou loſeſt in his Cauſe, He will reſtore it to Thee 


an hundred Fold. Happy art thou when thou ſuffereſt 


for Conſcience-fake. I ho' Man caſt thee off, Gov 
will take thee up. But if thou art unwilling to loſe 


thy Place for the Sale of a good Conſcience, it is plain 


85 ſerveſt thy Belly, and not Gop. 
But I have a Wife and Children to take care 
of Hear then what thy Lorp faith unto thee. 


- of 3 loveth Father or Mother, Son or Daughter, 


more than me, is not worthy of me.“ True it is, 
n that 


10 |] 


| | that he who provideth not for his own Houſe, hath 

| j denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. But 

BF!!! Gop's Honour mult not ſufter one jot under Pretence 

16 of providing for thy Family. Thou may'ſt not, on 
17 that Pretence, go out of the Way of the Commandment 3 
1 to the Right Hand or to the Left. Thou muſt do 15 
| iff neither leſs nor more, than if thou hadſt none: Only 1 
| i learn what that meaneth, ** Seek ye the Kingdom of 1 1 
b *© Gop ad his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe Things ſhall - 
1 * be added to you. | | F 
In. 3. ©* But we muſt not pull down Sufterings upon *% 
| © our own Heads, or wilfully run into them.” Nei- | 
| i ther muſt thou be afraid of ſuffering : As long as this 


Flinching from the Croſs is in thee, thy Faith is not 

right. When a good Thing cannot be done without 
ſuffering, thou art abſolutely bound to take it up. 
Tis better to ſufter All things, than to have an Evil 
Conſcience ; Trouble not thyſelf, but do Thou hear- 

tily the Will of God. He will not lay-upon Thee 
more than 'Thou art able to bear. Thou repreſenteſt 
things to thyſelf worſe thun indeed they now are. Thou 
art afraid of Men: But glorify the Lo RD Gop in thy 
Heart, and they will be afraid of thee, 

4. Why, we do what we can.” Thou canſt not 
do any thing of thyſelf; Chriſt alone doth all that is 
Good in 2nd Ly 'Thee. But who can boaſt that he 
does as much as the Spirit of Cu xis enables him to 
do? He that weighs all Things well, muſt needs ac- 
knowledge, he cannot anſwer to Gop, for the many 
Things he hath omitted, which he might have over- 
come by the Power of Faith, and which will appear 
in Judgment againſt him. At the Beginning, very. 
little appears poſlible ; but if we go on boldly rely ing 
upon Gop, We ſhall find ourſelves ſupported in doing 
greater Things, yea, able to do all Things thro) CHRIST 

a ſtrengthencth us, | 1 
5. If ſuch as are leading Men, who ought to 
be foremoſt in all good Undertakings, would but 
* break the Ice, we wou'd readily follow them; but 
«© we don't care to be the firſt Beginners, as if we were 
©. better than them.” Do as a Servant that 1 the ; 
| | | ren. 
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Torch before his Maſter, and yet does not think him- 


ſelf better than his Maſter. The Kingdom of Gop 
did not come firſt to the Men of tne firit Rank, or to 
them who made the greateſt Figure in the World. 
When thou art to receive thy Reward, wilt thou re- 
fuſe to receive it, till thy Superior be paid firſt? In 
the Kingdom of Gop there muſt be no Diſpute about 
Preced«ncy. Let not therefore the Unbelief of others 


keep thee back in thy Race; knowing this, that if 


thou art convinced of the Truth, and yet acteſt not 
according to thy Conviction, God will certainly pu- 
niſh thy Diſobedience, tho? thou thouldlt appeal to Pope 
or Emperor. 

6. © But I am no Miniſter, J have no Buſineſs to 
* take Care of Men's Souls.” No! Art thou not a 
Chriſtian (tho' not a Miniſter) and is it not the Buſi- 
neſs, the bounden Duty of every Chriſtian, to endea- 


vour to bring his Neighbour back into the right Way, 


whenever he ſees him wandering in Vice and Delufion ? 


Is not every Chriſtian One anoicted with the Spirit of 


CaRIsT ? who, conſequently is bound to tread in his 


Steps, by making his hole Life one continued En- 


deavour to fave. all Men from the Wrath to come? 
Thou may'ſt not indeed take upon thee to adminiſter 


the Sacraments, to caſt out of the Church, or receive 


the Penitent into it again; theſe are the peculiar Ofi- 
ces of thoſe who are fo cal''d of Gop as was Aaron : 
But thou muſt, at the Peril of thy Salvation, follow 
the Example of Cur 1ST as well as they. Thou, as 


well as they, muſt obſerve ail the Laws of Goo ; eſpe- 
cially that of doing Good unto all Men. Spiritual Good 
above all; ſince tis not to Miniſters alone, but to all 


Men that he hath ſaid, Thou. /balt in any Wiſe -ebuke | 


_ *© thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon hi m 


However, we mult uſe Prudence.” PFrue; but | 


there are I'wo Sorts of it; One, that is from Above, 


the other from beneath. The former of theſe is un- 
reprovable, and a moſt precious Gift of the moſt High. 


But that which is from Beneath hath the Appearance 


indeed of Wiſdom, but is Earthly, Senſual; Deviliſh. 


Where the Fear of the Lo RD is not. continually before 


che 
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the Eyes, there the Foundation of it is already laid. 
Where Faith is weak, there ſhe raiſes herſelf, when 
Love grows cold, then i is ſhe ſtrong. She informs us 
how to pleaſe Gop without diſpleaſing the World; to 
follow CHRIST, and yet avoid the Croſs. As long 
as the Kingdom of Gop conſiſts in Words only, ſhe 
cannot utter all ſhe has to ſay. But when it is to be 
demonſtrated in Power, then ſhe has Recourſe to many 
Evaſions, and cautions others (out of hearty Good- > 
will) not to venture too far. Then ſhe jumbles Light 
and Darkneſs together; ſhe ſhifts and turns every Way 
to keep the Croſs from her Shoulders. She ſwims 
with the Stream, and cares not to converſe with thoſe 
who ſuffer Reproach for Cyr 1sT's Sake. She keeps 
on indeed the Appearance of Godlineſs as long as poſ- 
ſible, and yet holdeth her Tongue where the Children 
of Gop are condemn'd ; nav, ſometimes joins in pro- 
nouncing their Sentence. She does much Evil that 
Good may come of it. But who is able to deſcribe all 
the Faces of this horrible Monſter which is come up 
out of the Bottomleſs Pit? is true, we muit ute 
Prudence; but conſider well which Sort of Prudence 
thou wilt uſe. Yea ſet thyſelf before this Glaſs, that d 
thou mayſt know by which of theſe thou halt (quared 5 
thy Life and Actions hitherto. | 
8. But we mult flay a little; another Time may 
do better: We may do more Good by a little De- 
lay.“ Where has Gop given thee Leave to delay 
till the next Moment, What may be done at this? 
To let ſlip any Opportun nity, in order to reſerve thy. 
| my for ſome more favourable 'T'ime? St. Paul bids 
s ** Redeem the Time,” or (more exactly according 
1 the Greek) buy up every Opportunity, 7. e. lay 
hold of it, as ſoon as ever it offers. Reſerving thyſelf 
for a more convenient Seaſon, proceeds purely from 
falſe. Prudence. This Reſerve accuſtoms thee to Hy- 
pocriſy; it continually ſtrengthens the Fear ſrom which 
it flows, and will hinder thee from ever meeting with 
an Opportunity to exert the true Power of Faith. 
9. To undertake a Thing without being able to 
= effect it, does more Hurt than Good; therefore 'tis 
1 better 


n nn 8 * - 2 . 2 g 


oe N 4 D m 2 5 
e 


„ 
r Woe, ET 


' „ * £ * 2 


3 
better not to begin.” Thou doſt well to compute 
the Charge of building before thou beginneſt to build 


the Tower, But whence wilt thou procure the Charge ? 


From thy own Ability? No; that can never reach it. 


Begin thy Work with full Reliance upon Gop, and 


draw thy Supplies from Almighty Goodneſs and Wiſ- 
dom, and by this Means thou wilt be enabled to ac- 
compliſh at his Coſt, the Work once begun. 


Or it Gop, for Holy Reaſons ſhould not proſper thy 


Endeavours, it will be a Comfort to 'T hee that Thou 
haſt done thy Part; and thy Conſcience will be more 


eaſy, than if Thou hadſt diſtruſted Gop, and ſo never 
ſet about it: Perhaps He trieth Thee hereby, and tho' 
it has not ſucceeded now, it may at another Time. 
Perhaps thy very Endeavours may ftir up many to an 
Imitation of thy Zeal. But if thou ſhouldſt be diſap- 
pointed in all thy good Purpoſes, ſhouldſt thou con- 
clude, 'T hat thy Work of Love had been in vain ? 
Examine thyſelf, whether thy Deſire of open Succeſs 
in all Things, be not the Effect of great Pride lurk- 
ing within f Be thou ſatisſied with the Inward Victory, 
a true Chriſtian can never be deprived of, which con- 


_ fiſts in thy ne unwearied in the Patience of 


Hope. 

10. But we can't do all at once.“ Thou unpro- 
fitable Servant, ſhouldit Thou therefore bury thy Ta- 
lent in a Napkin, and do nothing at all ? Thou 
knoweit not what Thou canit do, or rather, what 
Gop can do by thee. If thou wilt but lay aſide the 
Fear of Man, and ſet out boldly in his Strength, Gop 
is able to do for and by thee exceeding abundantly, 
above all that thou canſt ask or think. 


11. However we ought to go fair and ſoftly to 


„work, and to do what Good we can, conſiderately 


and by Degrees. Ay, this is ſomething indeed, 


Alk we could but perſuade the Devil to go fair and 


ſoftly too! But alas, be walketh about like a roaring 


Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour. What haſt Thou 
then to do, but to %% him ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and 


to preſs on in the Power of the Holy Ghoſt? The 
Devil laughs at all wy Fair aud Softly : Give 1 
ut 
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but Time, and he will not loſe a Moment. And the 


Blood of thoſe whom thy Softlineſs hath deſtroy'd, 
will Gop require at thy Hands. 


12. But an Edge too ſharp is eaſily turn'd.” If 
you would infer hence, That we ſhould not contend 


_ earneſtly for the Faith, that it is not always Good to 


be zealouſly affected in a good thing; or that we may 
ſometimes hide our Zeal, wink at the Faults of our 
Neighbours, or otherwiſe diſſemble with them: This 
is all falſe Prudence; this is directly contrary to the 


| Croſs of Chriit. It is but juſt that we ſhew Love and 


Meekneſs toward all Men; eſpecially when we de- 
Clare to them the overflowing Kindneſs of Gop. But 
at the ſame time we muſt uſe all poſſible Earneſtneſs, 
leaſt our Love be made a Cloak for Wickedneſs. And 
whenever we do not, Unbelief and the Fear of Man 
are at the Bottom of our Hearts; however we labour 
by theſe ſpecious Words to excuſe our being neither 


Hot nor cold. 


13. © But it is viſible what great Diſorders ariſe 
«© when People are too forward.” ?Tis very poſſible 
that young and unexperienced Chriſtians, may at firſt 


make ſome falſe Steps. And this Mote in their Eye, 


you preſently diſcern ; nay, and perhaps triumph over 
them. Take heed to thyſelf : We ought to bear with 
the Faults of Beginners, with great Gentleneſs and 
compaſſionate Love: And if we think ourſelves more 
knowing than they, to ſet them right in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs. But Gop looks not on Things with thy 
Eyes. There is a vaſt Difference between one that is 
ſtill Spiritually dead, and one that has recovered Life 
from Gop, tho' he is ſtill weak and incompaſt with 
Infirmity. Thou who art ſtronger, draw not back 
becauſe he is weak. Break Thou thyſelf thro' thoſe 
Impediments, which he could not, and ſhew Others 
by thy Example, how to ſerve Gop with more Pu- 


_ rity and Wiſdom. | 


14. By too open a Declaration, we may hinder 
© a Great deal of Good that otherwiſe might be done; 
4% nay, over-turn all: whereas by a prudent conceal- 


ing of ourſelves, we may do a Great deal of Ser- 


vice.“ 
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b vice.“ This is nothing but another Piece of falſe 


Prudence; For tho' tis true that an Underſtanding 
Man finds a Time for Silence as well as for Speaking, 
yet a true Chriſtian ought to truſt in Gop, that He 
will fo far bleſs the Good he aims at, as that no other 
good Undertaking will be hindred by it. If thou haſt 
not this ſtedfaſt Confidence in Gop, the Devil will be 
ſure to delude 'T hee at Pleaſure ; always repreſenting 
ſuch Phantoms, as will make thee let go what thou 
haſt in thy Hand, to catch at a Shadow. 

*Tis matter of Wonder that there are many, who 
tho' they can't name ſo much as one Man whom they 
have realy converted to Gop, yet will not in any one 
Particular vigorouſly break thro' Oppofition, *©* for 
Fear of overturning All.” All! why thou haſt never 
yet built up any Thing, which can be overthrown. 
But if Gop hath done ſome Good by Thee already, 


then I doubt not but He will do more. "There ſhall 


* not any Man be able to ſtand before Thee all the 


Pays of thy Life.” * I will not fail thee nor for- 
fake thee,” is his Promiſe to thee and all his Ser- 


vants. And with this Promiſe every true Servant of 
Gop, may bid Defiance to all the World. Remem- 
ber, to him that knoweth to do Good, and doth it 
« not, to him it is Sin.” Let us but follow this Rule 


with Singleneſs of Heart, and reſign to God the Care 


of what is to come. For no good can ever be better 
advanced, than when one Wedge drives another, and 


we daily grow more bold, in heartily promoting the 
Cauſe of Chriſt, and the Good of his Church. | 


15. But we muſt have a Care of getting an Ill 


„Name: For then we ſhould do no good at all.” 
'This is the Grand Excuſe for the Fear of Man; and 


it is at the Bottom of almoſt all the reſt. This is 


What the Men of Prudence never fail to urge in their 


Defence; and in this they ſuppoſe themſelves impreg- 


nable. © If I get an ill Name, I can do no Good.” 
HFaſt Thou learnt this in the Word of Gop ? Hath 
_ Chriſt taught Thee this? Saith he not, Ble/#d are 


Ye when Man ſhall hate you, and when they ſhall ſepa- 
rate you from their Company; Yea when they ſhall re- 
| 7 ae ; 
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proach you, and caſt out your Name as Evil, for the 
Son of Man's Sake.” =—Behold your Reward is great in 
Heaven; for in like manner did their Fathers unto the 
Prophets. Moe unto you when all Men hall ſpeak well 


of you; for ſo did their Fathers to the falſe Prophets.” 


To perſwade Men therefore that the Reproach of 
CuRIS＋H is an Hindrance to the Courſe of the Goſpel, 
is a true Fetch of the Devil's, by which he endeavours 
to make void the Croſs of CyrisT: Whereas, on the 


contrary, every one of us mult moſt certainly believe 


that he can do nothing at all to the Purpoſe, ſo long 
as he refuſes to wear this Badge of CHRIST. 


Ves; thou thinkeſt in thy Heart, by my being 


© reſerved, and not expoſing myſelf, ſome may be 


* won.” Thou wilt only make Hypocrites like thy- 
ſelf; Men that are vainly puffed up by a little Know- 
ledge, and yet aſhamed of CHRIST and his Word, 
and unwilling to ſuffer any Perſecution for the Croſs of 


CHRIS TH. But if once thou canſt reſolve, with un- 


ſhaken Preſence of Mind, to break looſe from the 
Bondage of Fearfulneſs, and thus to evidence thy 


Faith, by taking on thee the Reproach of CHRIST, 
then Others waxing confident by thy Sufferings, will 
be the more embolden'd to ſpeak without Fear.” 


Kgut we muſt not expoſe ourſelves: We mult not 


4 ſuffer ourſelves to be made Fools of by others.“ 
We muſt not, I grant, do any thing which is fooliſh, 
1. e. contrary to Gop's Word, But it is the Devil's 
Suggeſtion, that we ſhould expoſe ourſelves by direct- 
ing our Actions preciſely according to it. Here it is, 
that St. Paul's Caution will do us great Service. Let 
* no Man deceive himſelf. If any Man among you 


* ſeemeth to be wiſe in this World, let him become a 
Fool, that he may be wiſe,” Is it not a Shame, 
when the Lord of Glory was taken for a Madman, 


and one poſſeſt by the Devil, for thee to be highly 
eſteemed of the World? By this thou giveſt Evidence 
againſt thyſelf, that thou doſt not belong to CHR 15 T, 


that thou knoweſt not the Dignity of his Croſs; and 
how then wilt thou be able to rejoice with him? It 
neither can nor muſt be otherwiſe, Thou mult be 
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look'd upon as a Fool in the World, if thou wilt he 
a Diſciple of CyR1sT. It will not fail thee an Hair's 
Breadth. High and Low, Teachers and Hearers, 
mult alike be cenſured by the World, when once they 
earneſtly turn themſelves to Gop. For as ſoon as 
they ceaſe to be conform'd to the faſhionable Ways of 
the World, the World is immediately offended, and 
begins to ſcoff and rail, charging them with Fanati- 
ciſm, Singularity, Phariſaical Hy pocriſy, and what 
not? loading them with a thouſand Lies and Calum- 
nies. And he that is afraid of this Reproach from 
the World, muſt continue an Hypocrite as long as he 
hves. 7 | 

16. Yet tho' we mult not be conform'd to the 
«© World, we mult become all Things to all Men,” as 
St. Paul teſtifies of himſelf he did, that by all Means 
he might gain ſome. St Paul gave ſufficient Proof 


of his being an undaunted Workman, to whom Gop 


had given not the Spirit of Fear, but the Spirit of 


Power ; but what haſt thou to ſhew for thyſelf? World- 


1ly-minded Men can become All to All too; but from 
another Principle, by other Means, and for quite anc- 


ther End. Canſt thou expreſs the bold Alacrity of 


St. Paul, who was not afraid to withſtand St. Peter 


himſelf to the Face, when the Fear of Man had made 


him play the Hypocrite, / that others alſo avere car- 
ried away by his Diſſimulation ? It is certainly a great 
Piece of Wiſdom, ſo to become Weak with the Weak, 


as not to loſe any Thing of our own Strength; ſo to 


become All to All, as to ſtand free from all manner 


of Hypocriſy. Ex mine then thyſelf, whether the 


Serpent, with his Prudence, hath not perverted thy 
Mind from the Simplicity in CyR1sT. There is no 


Cloak that more plauſibly covers the Fear of Man than 


this; therefore look to it, that above all Ihings thou 
diſpatch this Enemy. £4 1 5 

Neither excuſe thy conforming to the World in rich 
Cloths, Banquets, Dancing, Plays and the like, by 
ſaying © I take no Delight in theſe Trifles; but I 
+ ſubmit to them, that I may have the more Power 
f* oyer them that do:“ 100 is one of the Fruits 
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of our modern Religion, rais'd on Maxims of State- 


Policy ; but if we bring it to the Teſt, it is altogether 
inconſiſtent with the Truth, as it is in Is us. But 
you are for taking away the Abuſe of theſe Things, 
« and letting the Uſe remain,” The true Children of 


' Gop, who are crucified to the World, can't find the 


leaſt true Uſe in them. When they Would avoid or 
prevent any Evil, or do any Good, either to their 
own Souls, or their Neighbour, they have no need of 
the Devil's Rattles, but fly to their Gop, and com- 
They 
themſelves, while they uſe only ſuch Meaſures as he 


direQs, in full Confidence that he will do what is beſt : 
And they enjoy even the neceſſary Refreſhments of 


their Bodies for no other End, but to ſpend the Strength 


receiv'd thereby, in humble Acknowledgment and 


Child-like Thankſulneſs, and to renew the Vigour of 
their Soul and Body for the Service of their Neigh- 


bours. ; 
Ame cr 5e aN eh Gm 


. CHAP. v. 
Of the Means whereby we may be deliver'd from the 
Fear of Man. 
1. THE Firſt and moſt neceſſary of all Means 


is, a conſtant and earneſt Endeavour to free 
ourſelves from the moſt dangerous Deceitfulneſs of our 
own Hearts. Nothing is a more fatal Hindrance of a 


Man's Salvation, than the falſe Conceit that he is al- 
ready a Chriſtian, and ſo has no more Need of laying: 


the Foundation of Repentance, or of the firſt Conver- 


ſion to Gor, 1 
There is no Error which it is more difficult to re- 
move than this: Eſpecially, in a Miniſter; who hav- 


ing undertaken to ſhew others the Way to Heaven, 
reſuppoſes that he is himſelf therein. And becauſe 
Fe ſees but little Difference between himſelf 1 his 
5 1 IR earers, 


reſt 
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Hearers, and knows nothing of a ſaving Change of 
Heart, he by Wholeſale takes them All 0 Chriſtians 3 | 
and, like a blind Phariſee, reproves nothing but out- 
ward Vices. His own inward Part being not yet 
Cleanſed, he cannot awaken others out of their Slum- 
ber, and bring them over from their falſe imaginary 
Faith, to a true, living one, working by Love. And 
by Means of theſe unconverted Preachers, deſtitute of 
all experimental Knowledge of Spiritual Things, whole 
Pariſhes, Cities and Countries are countenanced in their 
carnal Security. 5 | 
Now when Gop is pleaſed to ſend forth faithful 
Witneſſes of his Truth, to awaken Men out of their 
Spiritual Slumber, then is the Devil moſt buſy to ſe- 
cond this Security with the Fear of Man; one fearing 
this, another that, ſo that both together choak the 
Truth of Gop in the Heart. The beſt Advice that 
can be given to a Man in this Caſe is, that he thro'ly 
ſearch into his own Condition, according to the Te- 
nour of the Word of Gop, that he may not be de- 
luded with vain Hopes. By this Means he may come 
to a full Aflurance of the State of his Soul, and feel the 
Spirit of Gop witneſſing with his Spirit, that he is a 
Child of Gop: But till he will thus ſearch into the Bot- 
tom of his Heart, he cannot be freed from this Fear. 
Nor will he be able to make a right Uſe of any Means 
at all that may be offer'd him: For without the Pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoſt, which 'till then he cannot have, 
a Man will never get ſo far as to Eye God only in 
all his Actions; And 'till he does this, it is impoſſible 
he ſhould diſcharge his Duty without the Fear of Man. 
2. As the Want of Self-denial is One of the chief 
Cauſes of the Fear of Man, it will be abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, in order to the ſubduing of it, to labour after a 
true Self- denying Frame of Spirit: For as long as we 
fear the Loſs of our Eaſe, or Goods, or Honour, or 
| _ Greatneſs in the World, ſo long we ſhall be loath, by 


a4 a cloſe following the Steps of our Lord, to incur the 


Diſpleaſure of Men, till therefore a Man ** renounceth 
* himſelf, he cannot be his Diſciple.” But when once 
we ſeek. no Honour, but what cometh from Gon, nor 
7210 . any 
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1 
any Pleaſure, but that of doing his Will, we ſhall 
lind it eaſy to confeſs the Truth, with Undaunted 
neſs, both in Word and Deed. | 
Let him then, who will come after CHRIS T, deny 


= Dim el, and take up his Crofs daily, and follow him.” 
And he that begins to be a Proficient in this, will find 


the Fear of Man vaniſhing of itſelf. For, why do we fear 
Men? For no other Reaſon, bnt becauſe we are afraid 


of the Croſs. And why do we fear the Croſs ? Becauſe 


we underſtand not the infinite Good that lies hid in it. 
Becauſe we apprehend not, that, ſince the Fall, what- 
ever is really Good, mult ſpring up under the Croſs. 


3. And that we may never be weary of bearing it, 
or faint in our Minds, we ſhould frequently and deep- 


ly meditate on the Vanity, and even Nothingneſs of 


this World, this idle Dream, this vaniſhing Shadow ; 
'on the Nothingneſs of Man himſelf; a Worm, a Va- 

pour, a Leaf driven by the Wind; even in his beſt 
Eſtate, walking in a vain Shew, and diſquieting him- 
PIF in wain ; on the glorious Majeſty of the Almighty 
Creator of Heaven and Eaith, and the unſpeakable 
Joys that are at bis Right Hand fur evermore ; on the 


jeveral Degrees of that Glory, which ſhall be propor- 


tion'd to our ſeveral! Negrees of Obedience; and in 
particular, on the Mighty Rewards annext to the De- 


nial of ourſelves, ard chearful taking up our Croſs. 


4. The Servants of CHr1sT find this alſo a ſure 
' Means to conquer, when they are aſſaulted by the 


Fear of Man, to enter immediately into deep Medita- 
tion on the bitter Paſſion of our Lord. This is the 
Antidote which St. Peter preſcribes, © Beloved, think 


it nt flrange, concerning the fiery Trial, which is to try 


every one of Hu; bu! rejoice, inaſmuch as Ye are made 


 Partahers of the Sufferinss of Chriſt.” Ep. iv. 12.— 
And ſo St. Paul. Confider Him, that endured {uch 
% Contradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf.” And again, 
Me always bear about in the Body the dying of the 
44 Lord | 


sus, that the Life of him alis might be made 


« manifeſt in our mortal Body. 


This is the true Apoſtolical Mind, which ſew ap- 
prehend; but thoſe who do apprehend and obtain it, 


tread 
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tread in the ſame Steps, and declare themſelves Ser- 
vants of the Living Gop in true Chearfulneſs of Faith. 
„They are not afraid of the Terror of Men, but fanc- 
tif the Lo Rx D Gop ia their Hearts : Having determin- 
ed to know and regard zothing but IE Sus CHR1sT, 
and Him crucified.” 5 | 

5. Add to this, The Conſideration of thoſe faith- 
ful Champions of C RIS TH, mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures as well as other Hiſtories. This was the Way 
St. Paul took to encourage them that were weak in 


Faith, inthe 11th Chap. of his Epiſtle to the Hebreaus; 


which being an excellent Abſtra& of the whole Old 
Teſtament, ought to be more eſpecially ponder'd by 
us, and applied for the Support of our Faith, in all 


oatward and inward Temptations. The Hiſtories 


likewiſe of the primitive, as well as later Martyrs, 
were they more attentively conſider'd, would contri- 


bute much toward our attaining a true Boldneſs of 


Faith, ſo neceſſary for our Chriſtian Warfare. 


But chiefly (I repeat it again) Look ye unto Feſus, 


the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, Conſider Him, 


or (as the Greek Word properly ſignifies) make a 


Compariſon, between what CRI hath ſufter'd, and 
what ye ſufter. Conſider what Proportion there is be- 
tween the Two; ſor ſure it is, if you will be his Fol- 
lowers, you muſt be ever determined and prepared 
© to reſet even unto Blood, ſtriving againſt in. 
This it was that ſo powerfully inſpired St. Paul to 


expoſe himſelf to all manner of Sufferings. For the 


Mark he always had in his Eye was, To know 
CHRIST, and the Power of his Reſurrection, and the 


Felloauſbip of his Sufferings, being made conformable un- 
to his Death. And St. Peter, from the ſame Ground, 
ſaith, If wwhen ye ds well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it 

patiently, this is acceptable with Gop. For even here- 
unia were ye called; becauſe Cur15T alſo ſuffered for 


us, leaving us an Example, that we ſhould follow his 


Steps. CurisT himſelf alſo gives us the ſame In- 


ſtruction: Remember the Word which TI ſaid unto yr, 
The Servant is not greater than his Lord. If they have 
perſecuted me, they will alſa perſecute you,” whereſore, 
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if any Man would in good Earneſt be rid of the Fear 
of Mun, let him eye continually the Example and I- 
mage of CHRIST; and know aſſuredly, he cannot 
be happier than when he cometh up to the nes reſt Con- 
formity with his fuffering, crucified Lord. If his Love 
be fincere, it will kindle in his Heart an ardent Deſire 


to be made like unto Him; and this Deſire will diſ- 


pel all the Fear of Man, becauſe it makes the Croſs, 
Which is ſo bitter to the Fleſh, delightful to the Spirit, 
o that it can no more hinder his drinking gladly /e 
Cup which his Father hath given him. | 

Nay, St. Pau! aſſures us, that a Man not only o- 
vercomes thereby, but that he is nore than Conguerar 
intimating, that by this Victory he gains an inconce iv- 
able Advantage over all the Sufferings that can befall 
him for the Goſpel's Sake. Who fhall ſeparate us from 


the Lowe of Gop ? Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or 


Perſecutions, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or 


Sexvord: Nay, in all theſe Things awe are more than Con- 
guerers. Nor does he ſtop here, but expreſſes the un- 
daunted Chearfulneſs of his Heart yet more emphati- 


cally ; I am perſuaded that neither Life, nor Death, 


nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Things preſent, or 
Tongs to come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other 


Creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of 


 Gop.” 


Let us, dear Brethren, in like manner, 


preſs on in S:irit into the living and powerful Fellow- 
ſhip of Jesus CHRIS 7, ſo that we may ive no 
more, but he may live iu us, and the Life which we 


now live in the Flip, we may live by the Faith of the 
Sox of Gop, who loved us, and gave himſelf for us.“ 
Thus all Fear will ſoon vaniſh out of our Heart, 


and the joyful Spirit of CyRrIsTWill fill up the Room 


it had there, and make us grow in Strength, com- 


fort and courage ys in all our Combats, and afford 


us a continua T'rain of Victories. _ | 


6. Let us then apply ourielves to Gop in earneſt 
Prayer, that ne weald be pieafed to vouchſafe us this 
Spirit, even ** che Spirit of Powwer, and of Love, and 
« of a und rd.“ This is not of us, but the free 


Gilt ot Gop, which Gift he is moſt ready to impart 


to 


f "1 W 

to thoſe who heartily pray for it. Let us then ask, 

F that we may receive; and more eſpecially at ſuch 
Times, when we are called to act any thing that re- 
quires ſome exerting of the Power of Faith, let us have 

2 Care to do nothing according to our own Fancy, but, 

| in the firſt Place, lay it open before Gop in Prayer, 

v8 and then ſet upon it arm'd with the whole Armour of 
5 Gop. | | 

1 7. Now as Jesvs CHNIST is He that can moſt cer- 

| tainly deliver us from all Fear of Man, ſo none can 
teach us better than he himſelf, by what Means we muſt 

fight againſt it. And this he hath carefully done, eſpe- 

f cially in the latter Part of his State of Humiliation, leav- 

. ing his Diſciples, in his Farewel Diſcourſe to them, (St. 

Fon xiii, xiv, xv, xvi, xvii. Chapter) a moſt effectual 

Medicine againſt it. Now the chief Point inſiſted on 

herein, is his Promiſe of ſending the Holy Ghoſt to his 

. Diſciples, whom alſo he calls the Comforter, becauſe 

1 he drives away all Fear of Man out of the Heart, fill- 

Ing and overflowing the ſame (which bare Reaſon can- | 
not do) with a Stream of Life and Power. | | 

Therefore, let him that would be a Follower of 
Cur1sT in Truth, read and conſider this with due ; 
Application; and then with full Aflurance accept of 
and rely upon this his Promiſe, and with filial Free- 
dom and Conſidence pray to Cur TSH to make it good 

unto him. And verily, if we do bear Reproach for 
his Name's Sake, the Spirit of Glory and of Gop reftl= | 
eib upon us. And ſince CHRIST himſelf is fo near to 


. them who ſuffer fer his Sake, t at thereby they be- 
7 come Habitations of Gp, upon which the Glory of 
Goy reſteth, yea, Which are filled with the Spirit of 
5 | Glory and of Gp; mould we not, when tempted to 
fear Man, be firongly moved thereby, to reſiſt the 
Temptation wita all our Might, and ſtedfaſtiy to be- 

Þ. lieve that the Power of Gop will be perfected in our 
BY 


Weakneſs? And whas a Comfort is it, that the Spi- 
rit himſelf ©© belpeth our Infirmities?” Yea, and maketh 
Intes ceſſton for s with Groans that cannot be uttered? 
That is, molt pywerfully, and in a manner altogether 
inconceivable by human Reaion: He being our con- 
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tinual Advocate in Heaven, and in the Council of the 
Holy Trinity, bequeathed to us by CHRIST, as long 
as we continue Orphans in this World. Nay, CHRIST 
himſelf, who is at the Right Hand of Gop, ever 
maketh Interceſſion for us. O that we were thro'ly 
ſenſible of the Joy and Readineſs lodged in the Heart 
of Gon, to ſupport all thoſe who, ſeeking all their 


Help from him alone, rely wholly on his paternal 


_ Goodneſs! How eaſily then ſhould we get rid of the 
Fear of Man, and even bluſh for Shame, that we had 
ever been diverted by it from any good Undertaking ! 
8. But all theſe Means will nothing avail, if we 
conſult in any thing with Fleſh and Blocd, or with 
other fearful Men. As ever therefore we deſire to be 
made free, we muſt either wholly forſake theſe Per- 
ſons, and avoid all Converſation with them, or at 
_ leaſt, uſe it ſo far as abſolute Neceſſity requires, with 
the utmoſt Caution and Circumſpection. Many have 


# undertaken a good Thing in readineſs of Faith, but 


while they did not ſet about it immediately, without 
conferring with Fleſh and Blood, but firſt asked the 
Advice of this and another Friend, they gave over the 
Deſign, and ſtifled the Gift of Gop that was in them. 
Indeed, it is not to be expreſs'd how many uſeful De- 
ſigns are by this Means hinder'd and laid aſide. Doubt- 
leſs, we ought not to rely too much on our own Pru- 
dence, or to {light the Advice of experienced Men; but 
we muſt beware too of the other Extreme, of ** being 


id about with every Wind of Doctrine. For it is 


a good Thing that the Heart be eſtabliſhed ; which 
Stability is obtained by Faith, but is eaſily loſt again 

by the fearful Talk of thoſe that have little Faith. 
9. On the contrary, let us confer with the Holy 
' Apoſtles, and obſerve the unuſual Earneſtneſs, where- 
with they labour to free every one that nameth the 
Name of Cu IST, from the Fear of Man. Would 


vou know with what Weapons they arm'd themſelves 


againſt it, as good Soldiers of Feſus Chriſt ? Why they 


took unto them the whole Armour of Gan, and ſo were 


Il able to withſtand in the evil Day, And thus may you 
gain the Victory, which you will never be — ta 
| . | | e Is 


e 
obtain by human Weapons, ſuch as Wit and Learn- 
ing. 
10. Indeed, not only the Writings of the Apoſtles; 
not only all Holy Writ, from the Beginning thereof 
to the End; but Heaven and Earth, yea, and all the 
Creatures of Gop, would aſſiſt us, would we conſider 
them with a believing Heart. Doth not our Saviour, 
to reproach our idle Fear, fend us even to the Spar- 
rows for better Information? ” Are not two Sparrows 
* fold for a Farthing? And one of them ſpall not fall to 
* the Ground without your Father. Nay, he directs 
us to the very Hairs of our Head, ſaying, *©* But the 
«« very Hairs of your Head are all numbered.“ Elſe— 
where, he takes the Graſs of the Field to witneſs a- 
gainſt our little Faith: And all this to expoſe our hor- 
rible Unbelief, and to repreſent to us in a clear Light, 


that a Man by Faith becomes the moſt glorious, and by ö 


Unbelief the moſt baſe and miſerable of all Creatures. 
11. Stand faſt therefore, as becomes thoſe to whom 
are made all thoſe glorious Declarations; ** Ye are a 
 ** elofſen Generation, a Royal Prieſt hood, an Holy Na- 
ion, a peculiar People; which plainly alludes to 
Exodus xix 34. where we find theſe emphatical Expref- 
ſions of Go p,— “ Ye have ſeen what I did unto the 
© Feyptians, and how T bare you on Eagle's Wings, and 
* brought y:u to nf “ Now therefore, if ye will 
** obey my Voice indeed, and keep my Covenant, then 
« /oall be a peculiar Treaſure unto me above all People. 
For all the Farth is mine: And ye hall be a Kingdom 
« of Prieſts, and an holy Nation.” e 
Now, not only I/ael aſter the Fleſh, but all the 
People of Gop have a Right to lay Claim to, and 
comfort themſelves with all theſe his glorious Promiſes, |} 
And to what Purpoſe did he make them? Was it not 


to aſſure all his Servants, that none, how powerful ſo- {1 


ever, ſhould be able to hurt them, as long as they con- 

tinued faithful to his Covenant? Nor is it poſſible for 
the whole World to hurt one that entirely relies on his 
Promiſes. For he who truſts in Gop, doth by this Faith 
ſo unite himſelf to the Power of the living Gop, that 
thereby he becomes much ſtronger than the whole World, 
whether viſible or inviſible. n 
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This precious Promiſe of Go p, concerning the 
Royal Prieſthood of his Saints, was conſirm'd and 
ſealed by the Death and Blood of the Son of God. 


© Jesus CHRIST the faithful Witneſs, the firſt begot- 
* ten from the Dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the 


« Earth, hath loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in 


« his own Blood, and hath made us Kings and Prieſts 
% unto GOD and his Father.“ Let every Chriſtian then 


demonſtrate himſelf to be one of theſe Royal Prieſts, by 


breaking thro! all Difficulties, into a true Chearfulneſa 


of Faith, which is willing to give to all, without Re- 
ſpect of Perſons ; by fighting manfully the Battles of the 


Lord, and preſſing on for the Prize of his high Calling! 
Let every one that hath by Baptiſm begun to re- 

nounce the Devil and all his Work 

himſelf to the Service of the Lord of Hoſts; Let him 

deeply conſider, with how high and holy a Majeſty, 

with how great a Monarch (who indeed is the only Po- 

zentate) he hath intruſted his Soul and Body; and no 


more fear them which kill the Body, but are not able 


20 kill the Soul. Let him think with himſelf, how ſecure 


he is under the Protection of ſo great a King. He 
 &welleth in the Secret of the moſt High; he abideth in 


the Shadow of the Almigbty. But let him alſo duly 
conſider, that he is not to hight this Combat by his 
own Strength; but that the Captain of the Lord's 
Hoſts, delivering his own Sword to him, will arm him 
with his own Power, and ſay unto him, as he did un- 
to Jehua, I will never leave thee nor forſake thee." 


Hawe not I commanded thee ? Be firengs and of good 
thou 


% Courage; be not afraid; neither be diſmay'd : 
4% For the Lord thy God is with thee, whitherſoever 


3 thou goeſt.” 


In fine, renew thyſelf daily in the Spirit of thy | 
Mind, and draw Life and Nouriſhment from the Word: 
of Gop. Stir up thyſelf in Prayer, and ſtrengthen 


thyſelf with the Company of other faithful Chriſtians : 


Since obere two or three are gathered together in his 


Nane, there is CHR18T in the midſt of them.” 


Thou oughteſt to fir up the Gift of Gov, the Child- 
Uke, chearful Spirit always, and without Intermiſſion, 


even. 
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even as a Fire, by conſtant blowing, is kept up to 2 


Flame. Preſs toward higher Degrees of Faith, by 
pondering the Promiſes of Gov, and continually exer- 


ciſing thy Love to thy Neighbour, with all Singleneſs 


of Heart, to the uttermoſt of thy Power, wherever 
Gop giveth thee Opportunity, For nothing conduces 
mote to the Increaſe of Faith, than a continual Exer- 


Cie of it. 


And if a Man know himſelf to be naturally baſbfal 


and fearful, let him with the greater Earneſtneſs aſ- 


fault this Enemy, ant labour to keep a Conſcience void 


of Offence, leaſt his natural Fearfulneſs grow upon 


him. Let him have a Care, inthe Beginning, not to 


make himſelf the Slave of other Men, eſpecially of them 
that are in high Places, but behave himſelf always as a 


faithful Servant of Gop, in all Diſcretion and Humi- 
lity. Or if he have at firſt fallen ſhort, let him the 
more now encourage himſelf in Gop, to obey Him 


| henceforth, rather than Man; not ſuffering himſelf 
to be any more ſhaken, either by Force or Subtilty. 
He ought to lift up his Head in the Power of CHRIS, 


tho' under the hardeſt Combat, and greateſt Poverty 
of Spirit ; and to make the Glory of Gop his whole 


and ſole End, in all he does, or leaves undone. Bleſ- 


ſed is he that thus ſtandeth his Ground in all Combats 
and Aſſaults; he ſhall go from Faith to Faith, from 


Strength to Strength, and finally, overcome and in- 
herit all TOE with Cux RIST. 
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of Chriftian Diſcretion. 


8 Fleſh and Blood is commonly ele! ei- 
 A' ther to exceed or fall ſhort in Matters of Du- 
ty, ſo it is eaſy, while we avoid the Fear of Man, to 
run into reſumption 1 nen, wenbcke Phe 

ere. 
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Therefore it is neceſlary that we be continually on our 


Guard, that ſo our Boldneſs may be ever tempered by 
Wiſdom ; that Wiſdom I mean which cometh from 
above, and is called by St. Luke, © The Wiſdom of the 
* Tuft.” And ſo St. Paul ſtiles it, the Spirit of a 
ſound Mind; ** Gop hath not given us the Spirit of 
Fear; but of Power and of Love, and of a found 
% Mind.” For indeed One Spirit works all this in 
Man ; and thro' him again in Others: Making him 
not only diſcharge his Duty with undaunted Courage, 
and giving him a pure Deſire to promote nothing but 
the Glory of Gop, and the Gcod of his Neighbour, 
but enabling him alſo, in all his Doings and Suffer- 


| Ings, to behave with Divine Prudence and Wiſdom. 


And if any lack this Wiſdom, lt him a of Gop, 


and it ſhall be given him.” It ſhall ſurely be given 


him, who continually keeps a watchful Eye over his 
own Spirit; who is ever humbling himſelf in the Sight 


of God; and, like a helpleſs Infant, praying to God 


for Diſcretion and Underſtanding, and taking the 
Word of God for his conſtant Counſellor, 
2. Where this Foundation is laid, we need not 
fear any hurt from the Boldneſs of Faith. And tho' 
perhaps, for want of Experience, it may not always 
be excrted in due Time and Place, yet are we to take 
heed, as ſoon as we are ſenſible of it, not to be too 
much dejected for this Imperfection; But to priſe Gop, 
who therefore ſhews us our Failings, that we may mend 
them, and who will Himſelf ſupply what is yet behind. 


And whenever we obſerve ſuch Failings in others, we 


pught to be particularly cautious how we judge them, 
For Gop will not judge according to our, but accord- 
ing to his own Mind; and ** out of the Mouths of Babes 


„ and Sucklings he hath often perfectel Praiſe.” 


But hereby we do not in the leaſt reflect upon any 
one, who, from a long Experience in the Ways of the 
Lord, doth, in the Spirit of Love, mind his Brother 
of the Failings which have overtaken him in any of 
By this he doth not Rifle any Good that 
is in him, but rather prunes the good Tree from its ſu- 
perfluous, irregular Shoots, taking Care of, and hav- 
: | ing 
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Ing an Eye over it, that it may bring forth its Fruit 
in due Seaſon. l 
3. And that we may be aſſured of ſo doing, we 
muſt, before all Things, confider, that as there is no 
true Faith, without Repentance, ſo neither can there 
be any true Boldneſs of Faith, unleſs a Man exerciſe 
himſelf daily in it. For the Undavntedneſs of Faith, 
is no ſuch groundleſs Raſhneſs, as is found in a wild 
Soldier; But it is the Fear of Gop, which having 
taken Poſſeſſion of the Heart, expels the Fear of Man; 
and where the Spirit of Man is truly humbled, and 
broken under the mighty Hand of God, there the Spi- 
rit of Gon dwells and exerts itſelf ſo gloriouſly, that 
there is no Room for the Fleſh to boaſt. Let no Man 
_ deceive himſelf. There is no true Faith, without Ho- 
lineſs of Heart and Life. Whatever is ſeparate from this, 
cannot laſt long, be the Appearance of it ever ſo glorious. 
4.᷑. Again, the true Boldneſs of Faith is known, by 
its continually Working by Love. By Faith a Man 
is made a Lord over all: but by Love, a Servant of 
all. By Faith he is a King ; but by Eove, a Spiri- 
tual Prieſt, miniſtring, not Lording, in Cu R IST's 
Sanctuary. Now when a Man doth not abide in Love, 
but is ſway'd by Anger, Hatred, or the like, and per- 
haps breaking out in Scoffing, Railing or Bitterneſs, 
he mult not pretend to Boldneſs of Faith : And tho! 
he may have had ſome Degree of it before, it is now 
corrupted and loſt. Therefore in this Caſe, a Man 
ought firſt to humble himſelf before Gov, and when 
he is ſincerely renewed in the Spirit of his Mind, then 
to preſs on again in the Work of Faith,. the Patience 
of Hope, and the Labour of Love. 85 
1 w 1 up this Boldneſs, we muſt continue in 
Prayer, and in Child-like Communion with Gop ; 
For by this, the Mind is beſt guarded from vain Ex- 
curſions, and inſpired with Meekneſs towards all Men. 
And whoever, by humble, fervent, and conſtant Prayer, 
labours after a ſtricter Union with Gop, will not on- 
ly be fortify'd againſt all Precipitancy and Haſtineſs of 
Spirit, but alſo againſt tempting Gov, of which Men: 
of little Faith are particularly careful to caution him. 
3 5 6. Neither 
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to a fuller and more ſubſtantial Maturity. 
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6. Neither doth this Boldneſs of Faith at all inter- 


fere with the Obedience which Inferiors of every Kind 


owe their reſpective Superiors ; Only remembring, that 
we are never to pay any one ſo unlimited, blindfold 
an Obedience, as to prefer the Authority of Man be- 
fore the clear Command of God. 5 
Tbis Caution is highly neceſſary; there being but 
too many who think they act intirely in Faith, when 
indeed they are only following their own Fancy, with- 
out any Warrant from the Word of Gop. And this 
Diſtemper is the more dangerous, the leſs Remedy can 
be apply'd to cure it. For thoſe that ** wvalk in the 
Light of the Fire of their own kindling,” if they are 
adviſed to true Humility, Diſcretion, and Obedience, 
are apt to ſuſpect that it proceeds from a Deſign of 
Lording over their Conſciences; and that all the Ad- 
vice given them, is no better than the Fruit of Unbe- 


lief, and the Fear of Man. They think themſelves 


happy that they do not adhere to Men; without tak- 
ing Notice how deep they are enſlaved to themſelves“ 
But he is truly Wiſe, who humbles himſelf more and 


more, and is always ready to ſubmit to all Wen. For, 
where Humility is, the Enemy finds no room for his 


moſt dangerous Temptations. . 
7. Let us then continually join the Exerciſe of dai- 
ly Repentance, the Denial of ourſelves and of our own 


Wills, of true Humility, Obedience, Submiſſion, Pray- 


er, of the Meckneſsand Patience of C11R18T, of hearty 


Love for our Brethren, and Compaſſion for their Fa1l- 
ings, and all otber Virtues that flow from the Wiſ- 


dom which cometh from above: Let us, I ſay, join 


and knit all theſe together with the Chearful Exerciſe 


of Faith and Truſt in Gop. Let us exe one an- 


other, with comfortable Words, to caſt off all Fear of 
Man. Wherefoever Gop hath wrought a good Will, 


let us take heed of damping it in any of the leaſt Mem- 


bers of CRRISr; But let us cheriſh it by the Word 
of the Goſpel ; and by the Rules of true Chriſtian Dif- 


cretion, keep it within ſuch Bounds, as may bring it 
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CHAP. VII. 


Or the Good which ariſeth from the Boldue/s of Faith | 
conquering the Fear of Man. 


HE Eleventh Chapter to the Hehrouv lay# 

an ample Foundation for Reflections on the: 
FA. IM Effects of Faith, and on that Power of Go 5 
which hath at All Times ſo exerted itſelf in True Be- 
lievers: But here it will be neceſſary to bid you take 
heed of making Gov Changeable, by ſaying with the 
unbelieving World, "This indeed has been done for- 
* merly, but now Miracles are ceaſed.” For by this 
falſe Maxim, ſuggeſted from the Bottomleſs Pit, .the 
» higheſt Diſhonour is thrown upon the Living God, 


All his Promiſes are made void, All the Examples he 


hath ſet before our Eyes are abſolutely uſeleſs and im- 
pertinent; yea, and All his Calls and Allurements to 
an Active Faith, are rendered null and inſignificant. 

And whereas, in Truth, we have none to blame but 
ourſelves, for not treading in the ſame Footſteps of 
Faith, in which the Saints of old walked, and conſe- 
| quently, for not ſeeing the Glory of bp as they did, 


we hereby caſt all the Blame upon Gop, and defire 2 . 
Difference of Times; whereas the Difference, in rea- 


lity, lies not in the Times, but in the Perſons. 

For tho' it cannot be ſaid, that every Believer now 
muſt do the very ſame Works that were done by Abra- 
ham or Mofes, | yet ought every one. to follow the + 
Faith of theſe holy, Men, and to exert the ſame : 
with full Pgwer and Rnergy' in that State and Condi- 
tioe Wherd op hach placed him, and in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances wat daily offer; and in ſo doing he may 
be fully aſſured, that he (as well as they) ſhall ſee the 
Glory of Gop. And with ſuch a Heart and Mind are 
the Scriptures to be read, and the Examples and glo- 
rious Effects of Faith to de conſidered; ; that ſo we may 
receive Strength and Holy Boldneſs, more nearly to 

unite ourſelves with God, and to enjoy his infinite 
Love and Faithfulneſs in a more e and abundant 
| Manger. „ 2. Now 


vers a Man from all Evil of Soul or Body, and on the 4 


| SGeribes and Elders ſtood amazed? And for this Rea- 
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2. Now becauſe Faith, tho? it be ſo high and pre- 
Fious a Gift of Gop, is not commonly eſteem'd ac- 
örding to its Dignity, it is the more needful to ob- 
ſerve, what the Scripture throughout teacheth, Phat 
all the Goad which was ever wrought in the World by 
Man, was done by Faith, whereby Men are fo united 
to Gop, that All Things are poſſible ® to them. 
Wherefore it is highly neceſſary, with all Plainneſs 
and Earneſtneſs, to * not only to the World, 1 
bat to the Children of Go too, that Faith is ſome- . 
thing far. more glorious than Reaſon. can conceive or 
expreſs ; for till a Man is ſenſible of this, he is utterly 
unable to comprehend what an ineſtimable J reaſure it 
brings with it. But when once he comes to know that 
it is the Subſtance, umiraors, the Ground and Bottom 4 
of Things hoped for, whereon, as an. immoveable 4 
Foundation, All the Inconceivable Goods we hope for, - A 
do reſt, and an kes, or convincing Evidence and 
Teſtimony of the Spirit, which aſſures us beyond all. 
doubt of Things not ſeen: I ſay, where Faith is thus 
known and felt in a Man's Heart, then he ſees the Ad- | 
vantage of that Faith which overcometh All Fear of 'Y 
Man, and is of ſo large a Compaſs, as to contain All, 7 
and more than All we can ask or think. n 
For then he diſcovers, that it is Faith which deli- 


other Hand, puts him in Poſſeſſion of Sovereign Bliſs, * 
and fills him with the Fulneſs of Gop: Vea, and that f 
whenever (either in the Old or New Teſtament) he = 
would perform any thing Great and Glorious, he hath tt 
always employ'd thoſe whom Faith had ſet free from 
the laviſh Fear of Man: A ſingle Man, - ſetting aſide 
the Fear of Fleſh and Blood, and going farth in the 
Name of the Living Gop, hath frequen@y ſaved a 
whole Nation. And what was more remarkable in 
the Apoſtles, at their beginning to preach the Goſpel,. 
than their great Boldneſs, at which the High Prieſt, 


ſon they are ſet before us as Examples, teaching by 
the Victory of their Faith, to confeſs Cyr 1sT before” 
All Men without Fear, and bear his Croſs, that wer 


may partake of his Glory! -  _ 
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